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something that I don’t think anyone
would want to see. The presence of an
AUMF provides a legal basis for hold-
ing these very dangerous combatants
at Guantanamo Bay.

I think it could also affect our ongo-
ing operations against terrorists
throughout the globe, particularly our
military operations, our special forces
operations that are focused on terror-
ists connected to Al-Qaida, connected
to ISIS, connected to those groups who
have, over several administrations,
been included within the scope of the
AUMF.

To a point my colleagues have made,
administrations going back to Presi-
dent George W. Bush, the Obama ad-
ministration, and now the Trump ad-
ministration—particularly in the case
of the Obama and Bush administra-
tions—have adjusted the AUMF to con-
front new circumstances, such as the
rise of ISIS, et cetera. They have done
s0, though, in the context of a congres-
sional statute, not because of the ex-
pansive power, under article II of the
Constitution, of the President to de-
fend the United States. One issue here
is, again, do we want to put ourselves
in the position where there is no gov-
erning law; rather it is simply that ar-
ticle II of the Constitution that pro-
vides the legal basis?

For many reasons, I hope we will
think carefully about our role with re-
spect to Senator PAUL’s amendment.
He has been tireless in his advocacy—
“relentless,” I think, is probably a bet-
ter word. He is doing so with the ut-
most integrity and the utmost commit-
ment to doing what he thinks is in the
best interest of the United States.

I come here today to point out what
I think our consequences would be,
which would be very serious and very
detrimental to ourselves, particularly
our troops. I ask all of my colleagues
to think clearly about what we are
doing. We should and we must replace
the AUMFs—both of them; however,
until we have a replacement, we
shouldn’t create a 6-month period of
uncertainty, doubt, and confusion.
That is what it will be because it will
affect our soldiers, our allies, and in
some respects, give more leverage to
our adversaries.

With that, I yield the floor.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate be in a period of morning business,
with Senators permitted to speak
therein for up to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

(At the request of Mr. CORNYN, the
following statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)

———

VOTE EXPLANATION

e Mr. RUBIO. Mr. President, in my ab-
sence today, I would like to note my
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support for the confirmation of Mr.
Kevin Hassett to be Chairman of the
White House Council of Economic Ad-
visers. Due to ongoing and urgent re-
covery efforts from Hurricane Irma,
which finished its course through Flor-
ida only yesterday, and the lack of
commercial air travel in the wake of
this disaster, I am staying in my State
to help coordinate and marshal the full
capacity of recovery resources avail-
able to us.

Had I been able to attend today’s
vote, I would have voted in favor of Mr.
Hassett’s confirmation as Chairman.e

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
following statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)

———
VOTE EXPLANATION

e Mr. NELSON. Mr. President, I was
necessarily absent for today’s vote on
Executive Calendar No. 110, Kevin
Hassett to be Chairman of the Council
of Economic Advisers. I would have
voted yea.

Mr. President, I was necessarily ab-
sent for yesterday’s vote on the motion
to invoke cloture on the motion to pro-
ceed to calendar No. 175, H.R. 2810, the
National Defense Authorization Act. I
would have voted yea.®

(At the request of Mr. SCHUMER, the
following statement was ordered to be
printed in the RECORD.)

—————
VOTE EXPLANATION

e Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, I
was unavailable for rollcall vote No.
194 on the nomination of Kevin Allen
Hassett, of Massachusetts, to be Chair-
man of the Council of Economic Advis-
ers. Had I been present, I would have
voted yea.®

———

ABOLISH HUMAN TRAFFICKING
ACT AND TRAFFICKING VICTIMS
PROTECTION ACT

Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President,
today I wish to congratulate this body
on its passage of two important
antitrafficking bills: the Abolish
Human Trafficking Act and the Traf-
ficking Victims Protection Act.

I am proud to have worked with Sen-
ators GRASSLEY, CORNYN, and KLo-
BUCHAR on these comprehensive bills
and commend them and their staffs for
the thoughtful and bipartisan manner
in which they were drafted.

I would also like to thank the numer-
ous law enforcement and
antitrafficking organizations and, most
importantly, the survivors, who have
provided feedback and support
throughout this process. It is my hope
that the legislation passed last night
will assist the tremendous work these
groups do in the fight against human
trafficking.

Both bills reauthorize a number of
important programs that help victims
and strengthen efforts to prevent, de-
tect, and respond to human trafficking
crimes.
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The Trafficking Victims Protection
Act, which I authored with Senator
GRASSLEY, promotes victim-centered
training for school resource officers,
judges, prosecutors, and law enforce-
ment. It ensures that trafficking vic-
tims are properly screened and that
more comprehensive data about traf-
ficking crimes are collected.

The Trafficking Victims Protection
Act also includes one of my top prior-
ities, which is to prevent the prolifera-
tion of trafficking offenses over the
internet. I want to take a moment to
discuss why I believe this to be a deep-
ly important step in curtailing the
criminal enterprise of trafficking.

The commercial sex industry is
evolving. The use of the internet to sell
commercial sex has escalated dramati-
cally over the past several years.

Online platforms have provided an
easily accessible and seemingly low-
risk forum for buyers. In 2014, one
website advertised nearly 12,000 adver-
tisements for commercial sex in a sin-
gle day.

Some of these sites have become hubs
of human trafficking. Backpage.com,
in particular, has been used to facili-
tate sex trafficking of minors for years.
The National Center for Missing and
Exploited Children has determined that
Backpage.com is linked to 73 percent of
all suspected child sex trafficking re-
ports that it receives through its
“CyberTipline.”

Indeed, just a few months ago in my
home State, a 3-month investigation
into Backpage.com led the Stockton
Police Department to discover eight
victims being trafficked for sex in the
area. Some of these girls were as young
as 14 years old. San Joaquin District
Attorney’s Human Trafficking Task
Force said that advertisements on
Backpage com offered sexual acts with
the victims for as little as $20.

Under current law, it is a criminal of-
fense to knowingly advertise commer-
cial sex acts with a minor.
Backpage.com has repeatedly asserted
that it has no involvement with the ad-
vertisements posted on its website.
However, after a thorough review of
Backpage.com’s screening methods and
practices regarding their advertise-
ments, the Senate’s Permanent Sub-
committee on Investigations concluded
that Backpage.com Kknows that its
website facilitates trafficking and
knowingly concealed evidence of crimi-
nality by systematically editing its
adult ads to help them avoid detection
by law enforcement.

Shortly after these findings were
publicly released, the Washington Post
obtained documents that showed that
contractors hired by Backpage.com
were specifically instructed to solicit
and create sex ads aggressively, includ-
ing the posting of ads suggestive of sex
with minors. In fact, these documents
revealed that ‘“‘invoices and call sheets
indicate Backpage.com was pushing
[the contractor] to get as many new
listings as possible.”

These revelations are deeply con-
cerning, and I hope that they will be
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thoroughly investigated. Those who
knowingly advertise minors for com-
mercial sex must be held accountable.

It is appalling that even as serious
questions about Backpage.com’s culpa-
bility are raised, law enforcement offi-
cers do not have all of the tools they
need to prevent young children from
being exploited on the site.

The language we have included in the
Trafficking Victims Protection Act
will prevent the continued victimiza-
tion of children by providing law en-
forcement with a tool to prevent traf-
fickers from using online tools to fur-
ther their exploitation.

Specifically, the provision adds civil
injunction authority to the criminal
statute that prohibits the advertise-
ment of commercial sex acts with a
minor. This allows the Department of
Justice to file civil enforcement cases
to prevent traffickers from using the
internet and other tech platforms to
sell children for sex.

Civil injunction authority is not new.
It exists for the Attorney General to
obtain orders against criminal defend-
ants to stop them from committing
certain kinds of crimes. For example,
such authority has been used by the
Department to shut down websites
from distributing software for spying
on people.

Adding this authority to existing
criminal trafficking provisions gives
law enforcement a more readily acces-
sible means to deny human traffickers
access to platforms like Backpage.com
and thereby restrict their ability to
traffic children online.

I am similarly proud to have cospon-
sored the Abolish Human Trafficking
Act, which was led by Senators CORNYN
and KLOBUCHAR. The bill includes crit-
ical provisions to aid victims in restor-
ing their lives. It extends the Domestic
Trafficking Victims’ Fund, which helps
fund victim services and increase law
enforcement efforts. It also expands
mandatory restitution provisions for
sex tourism and other trafficking-re-
lated crimes.

The bill further strengthens law en-
forcement’s ability to prevent and
prosecute trafficking offenses For ex-
ample, the Abolish Human Trafficking
Act expands the authority of Federal,
State, and local law enforcement agen-
cies to use wiretaps in sexual exploi-
tation cases. It also enhances statutory
maximum penalties for several human
trafficking offenses and establishes a
human trafficking coordinator at every
U.S. Attorney’s Office.

As the sex trafficking industry con-
tinues to evolve, so must our laws. We
must ensure that we are doing all we
can to curtail this criminal enterprise
and do right by those who have been
victimized. The bills we have passed
last night aim to do just that. Again, I
congratulate my colleagues on the pas-
sage of this important, comprehensive
legislation. I hope that ending the
scourge of human trafficking will con-
tinue to be a top priority for this body.
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100TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE BUF-
FALO BILL CENTER OF THE
WEST

Mr. ENZI. Mr. President, today I
wish to commemorate the 100th anni-
versary of the founding of the Buffalo
Bill Center of the West in Cody, WY.
On January 10, 1917, William F. ‘“Buf-
falo Bill”’ Cody passed away, resulting
in the creation of the Buffalo Bill Me-
morial Association on March 1, 1917.
This association became known as the
Buffalo Bill Center of the West on Feb-
ruary 8, 2013, and has since performed
the task of preserving the great legacy
and historical significance of Buffalo
Bill Cody. He came to symbolize the
American West and lived the tale like
no other as an explorer, frontiersman,
soldier, scout, actor, entrepreneur, and
civic leader.

In 1867, Cody received his nickname
of ‘“Buffalo Bill”’ as he hunted buffalo
for the Kansas Pacific Railroad, where
he became known as an expert shot. He
soon became a civilian scout for the
U.S. Army, and in that capacity, he
was awarded the U.S Congressional
Medal of Honor. In 1883, Cody created
Buffalo Bill’s Wild West show, in which
he gained fame and notoriety for the
show’s dramatic recreations of life on
the frontier. The performances high-
lighted Cody’s knowledge of the Amer-
ican West. Cody was an important
source of information regarding the
West for American Presidents from
Ulysses S. Grant to Woodrow Wilson.

After his death, the Buffalo Bill mu-
seum opened on July 4, 1927, to tell the
story of Col. William F. ‘“Buffalo Bill”’
Cody. Since this opening, the Buffalo
Bill Center has expanded and become
known as one of America’s finest West-
ern museums. The center actually fea-
tures four museums: the Whitney Gal-
lery of Western Art, the Buffalo Bill
Museum, the Plains Indian museum,
and the Cody Firearms Museum.

Thanks to the overwhelming support
and dedicated staff and board of trust-
ees, there is always something new to
see and explore from the days of the
Wild West. It represents a story of a
time when people who were larger than
life dominated the national stage, and
thanks to the historical center, they
will never be forgotten. I encourage
folks to come to Wyoming and explore
the Buffalo Bill Center of the West. It
will be an experience they will never
forget. It is an opportunity to see first-
hand what inspired Buffalo Bill to take
the story of the West and tell it all
over the world. I am pleased to be a
part of this tradition and express my
continuing support for the Buffalo Bill
Center of the West and its inspiring
education of the American West. Con-
gratulations on 100 years and my best
wishes for the next 100.

Thank you.

——
100TH ANNIVERSARY OF BRIDGTON
HOSPITAL

Mr. KING. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize the 100th anniversary
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of Bridgton Hospital. Over the past 100
years, Bridgton Hospital in Bridgton,
ME, has consistently provided high
quality, personal patient care for local
communities in western Maine. Nation-
ally recognized for its excellent per-
formance, I am pleased to honor this
hospital for its century of service and
commitment to our State.

Bridgton Hospital was originally
founded in 1917 after Bridgton resident
Clara Fogg left a bequest for the cre-
ation of the facility. Since then,
Bridgton Hospital has grown tremen-
dously due to the diligent efforts and
commitment by community leaders. In
1999, Bridgton Hospital became a sub-
sidiary of Central Maine Medical Cen-
ter, making it a crucial part of the in-
tegrated regional healthcare system.
During this past decade, Bridgton Hos-
pital has taken a number of steps to
expand its services, facilities, and oper-
ations, giving patients access to high
quality care close to home that they
once had to travel miles to receive.

The exceptional team of physicians,
professional clinicians, nurses, staff,
and volunteers who work together to
make Bridgton Hospital truly unique
have garnered a number of awards for
its care. In 2016 alone, it was one of 21
hospitals to be awarded ‘“‘Top Rural
Hospital” in the country. Bridgton
Hospital was also selected as one of the
top 20 hospitals in the categories of
overall performance and quality out-
comes out of 1,400 small and rural hos-
pitals in the U.S. The hospital was the
only hospital in Maine to achieve top
performance in all categories, includ-
ing overall, quality outcomes, services
scores, and financial results, as award-
ed by Maine Health Access Foundation.
In past years, Bridgton Hospital has
also been named one of the Best Places
to Work in Maine. Additionally in 2016,
Bridgton Hospital CEO David Frum
was recognized as a ‘“Top 50 Critical
Access CEOs to Know” by Becker’s
Hospital Review magazine. Frum was
recognized for his leadership and com-
mitment to excellence.

In January 2017, I had the privilege to
personally visit Bridgton Hospital and
speak with their healthcare experts
and providers. This hospital stands as a
shining example of how strong leader-
ship and compassion for the commu-
nity results in a successful organiza-
tion. Bridgton Hospital has played an
instrumental role in ensuring safe and
quality healthcare in Maine. I wish to
join the entire Bridgton community in
congratulating Bridgton Hospital on
their centennial achievement and
thank them for their immeasurable
service to the State of Maine.

———

TRIBUTE TO COLONEL KELLEY
KASH

Mr. KING. Mr. President, today I
wish to recognize and thank Col.
Kelley Kash for his exceptional service
to our Nation while serving in the U.S.
Air Force, as well as his leadership as
the CEO of Maine Veterans’ Homes,
MVH, a post he has held since 2007.



		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-13T12:42:49-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




